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He made us see ourselves, from a city 

with too much crime to today’s D.C. 
with low crime and a big surplus. Only 
a combination of consummate profes-
sionalism and enduring affability could 
have covered so much quick-moving 
news without ever missing a beat. 

Jim Vance brilliantly told our story 
throughout our first era of home rule. 
These years also encapsulated Jim 
Vance’s service and now join his legacy 
with the District’s own history. 

f 

SUPPORTING CARE CORPS 
(Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM 

of New Mexico asked and was given 
permission to address the House for 1 
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.) 

Ms. MICHELLE LUJAN GRISHAM of 
New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to encourage my colleagues to support 
the Care Corps Demonstration Act. As 
a caregiver myself, I know how tough a 
job it is and how critical it is that we 
support family caregivers and the paid 
direct care workforce. 

But as our population continues to 
age, our country faces a critical short-
age of caregivers. In 2010, there were 
seven potential caregivers for every 
person over the age of 80; by 2030, that 
ratio is projected to drop by almost 
half, to about 4 to 1. At the same time, 
our economy continues to feel the ef-
fect of the Great Recession, and many 
young people are unemployed or under-
employed. 

That is why I am introducing this bi-
partisan bill which creates a grant pro-
gram that would place Care Corps vol-
unteers in communities across the 
country to provide services that help 
seniors and individuals with disabil-
ities remain independent. The program 
would help meet the need for more 
caregivers and provide opportunity in a 
growing career field by offering bene-
fits and educational assistance to the 
volunteers. 

Mr. Speaker, I urge my colleagues to 
quickly pass this important bill. 

f 

NO BORDER WALL 
(Mr. O’ROURKE asked and was given 

permission to address the House for 1 
minute.) 

Mr. O’ROURKE. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to stand against a proposal that 
we will vote on later this week to 
spend more than $1.6 billion to build a 
wall that we don’t need at our border 
with Mexico. 

We have never had lower apprehen-
sions coming from Mexico in my life-
time. We had 105 apprehensions per 
Border Patrol agent 10 years ago; last 
year, it was 25. 

The border has never been safer. We 
have never spent more money—$19.5 
billion a year—and instead of putting 
this $1.6 billion toward jobs or 
healthcare or reducing student loan 
debt, we are trying to solve a problem 
that we don’t have in this country. 

We need to instead look to the exam-
ple of El Paso, Texas, one of the safest 

cities in the United States. It is the 
safest not in spite of its connection 
with Mexico, not in spite of the fact 
that so many people whom I represent 
in that community were born in an-
other country—most of them Mexico— 
but because of those things. 

When we treat each other with re-
spect, dignity, and compassion, we also 
create security, safety, and success. 
Mr. Speaker, that is the example that 
we should be following, not a $1.6 bil-
lion investment in a wall that we don’t 
need. 

f 

b 1945 

FAILURE TO GOVERN: THE FIRST 
6 MONTHS UNDER REPUBLICAN 
CONTROL 
The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 

the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the gentlewoman from the 
Virgin Islands (Ms. PLASKETT) is recog-
nized for 60 minutes as the designee of 
the minority leader. 

GENERAL LEAVE 
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I ask 

unanimous consent that all Members 
may have 5 legislative days to revise 
and extend their remarks and include 
any extraneous material on the subject 
of my Special Order. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Is there 
objection to the request of the gentle-
woman from the Virgin Islands? 

There was no objection. 
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, it is 

with great honor that I rise today to 
anchor the CBC Special Order hour. 

For the next 60 minutes, we have a 
chance to speak directly to the Amer-
ican people on issues of great impor-
tance to the Congressional Black Cau-
cus, Congress, the constituents we rep-
resent, and all Americans. 

Led by our chair, CEDRIC RICHMOND 
from Louisiana, it is our duty, we feel, 
as the conscience of the Congress, to 
speak to all people in this hour on the 
issues that we deem are important and 
that our constituents have told us are 
important. 

For this Special Order hour, we will 
spend this time to talk about Failure 
to Govern: The First 6 Months Under 
Republican Control. 

President Trump’s first 6 months 
have been defined by his often angry 
and personal tweets, his efforts to deni-
grate and undercut the multiple inves-
tigations into Russian influence in the 
2016 election, and most importantly, 
the stalemated legislative battle to re-
peal and replace ObamaCare. 

President Trump has signed dozens of 
executive actions and Presidential 
proclamations. Some have fared better 
than others. His travel ban plan, for in-
stance, first caused chaos and was ef-
fectively shut down by a series of legal 
challenges. But the second effort, 
which also faced a flurry of lawsuits, 
was ultimately allowed to take effect 
on a limited basis by the Supreme 
Court. 

In all, our President has signed 42 
bills into law. But when it comes to big 

ticket items, like infrastructure, tax 
reform, and a repeal and/or replace-
ment of ObamaCare, President Trump 
is sitting on zero. With healthcare 
seemingly on ice, tax reform is ex-
pected to be the big challenge next on 
our agenda. 

Budgets are about priorities, and this 
President’s priorities are clear. His 
budget hollows out our economy, en-
dangers working families all across 
this country, in my district of the Vir-
gin Islands, and the other districts that 
we all represent. 

The $2.5 trillion in cuts to entitle-
ment programs, which include $192 bil-
lion to the Supplemental Nutrition As-
sistance Program, otherwise known as 
SNAP, and the $800 billion to Medicaid, 
will devastate localities like the Virgin 
Islands and elsewhere, where one in 
five children are covered under Med-
icaid and one-fifth of our population 
receives SNAP benefits. 

The President has a budget with mas-
sive cuts that would shred social safety 
nets and cripple longstanding govern-
mental functions. This administration 
has created uncertainty in the Nation’s 
healthcare system by sending incon-
sistent administrative signals and sup-
porting legislation that could deprive 
millions of people of health insurance 
coverage, undermine Medicaid health 
support for low-income Americans, and 
give wealthy taxpayers a massive tax 
cut. 

He has mismanaged the Federal Gov-
ernment by failing to fill top spots. He 
has expanded the policy of deporting 
dangerous and illegal aliens by includ-
ing many people with minimal records, 
stable jobs, and American families. 

Most recently, we saw this with the 
Secretary of Homeland Security order-
ing the 50,000-plus Haitians here under 
protective status, due to the dev-
astating natural disasters in Haiti, to 
leave. These are decent, hardworking 
people who are sending money back 
home, supporting an economy which is 
faltering under collapse. 

We have seen a reversal of decades of 
bipartisan cooperation in extending en-
vironmental preservation of national 
landmarks. He has hired foxes to watch 
the chicken coops by filling his admin-
istration with arch-conservatives, 
many with records opposing the very 
agencies with which they work, and 
curbing civil rights and environmental 
enforcement. 

All of these things we have seen in 
these first 6 months, and we will hear 
more. 

Mr. Speaker, I yield to the gentleman 
from New Jersey (Mr. PAYNE), to speak 
on behalf of what we have seen in these 
last 6 months. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, let me 
first thank the gentlewoman from the 
Virgin Islands, who has demonstrated 
great leadership in leading these CBC 
Special Order hours. It is not an easy 
task, but she has done remarkable 
work in terms of finding topics that 
are important to our communities and 
our Nation. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:06 Jul 25, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00054 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K24JY7.082 H24JYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
18

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6203 July 24, 2017 
As the gentlewoman stated, Mr. 

Speaker, this month we marked 6 
months of the Trump Presidency and 6 
months of congressional Republican in-
action. 

Republicans made promise after 
promise to the American people. The 
President called himself the ultimate 
dealmaker. I wonder if we are wit-
nessing the first Manchurian Presi-
dent. Instead of the promise of jobs, in-
frastructure, and a new and improved 
healthcare plan, we get chaos and 
seemingly never-ending controversies. 

Where is the Republican agenda? 
Where are their accomplishments? 
Where are all those wins? 

Let’s take a look at the numbers. 
President Trump has a job approval 
rating of 36 percent, the lowest of any 
President ever at this point in their 
Presidency. Republicans can point to 
zero legislative accomplishments. The 
President has no plan to lower 
healthcare costs, no jobs bills, no infra-
structure bills, no tax reform, and no 
clean budget. These simply are the 
facts. 

Instead of doing what is right for the 
American people, it appears that Re-
publicans are more occupied with tak-
ing away healthcare from millions of 
our constituents to give tax cuts to the 
wealthy, or defending the administra-
tion’s most recent controversy. 

This week, we will vote on a dis-
honest security spending package that 
will force American taxpayers to pay 
for the President’s border wall. Who is 
going to pay for it? It looks like the 
American people. 

During his campaign and the rhetoric 
that we heard up until this point, Mex-
ico was going to pay for the wall. Now, 
here we are, with our Republican col-
leagues supporting an effort that says 
that the American people will pay for 
the wall. Well, we will get the money 
from Mexico later. Yeah, all right. 

As a member of the Homeland Secu-
rity Committee, I am alarmed by 
President Trump’s and the congres-
sional Republicans’ determination to 
further break down our alliances and 
ignorance of matters related to the se-
curity of this Nation. 

Instead of funding the border wall, 
we should focus on building strong 
transportation and infrastructure sys-
tems that will create good-paying jobs 
and lay a foundation for a strong econ-
omy. Instead, we are weakening Amer-
ica. Let’s build America with a strong 
infrastructure bill and adequate train-
ing and apprenticeship programs that 
will benefit our constituents. 

Make it in America is something I 
heard last week, which sounds magnifi-
cent, if we could do it. But if you are 
going to be the leader of this country 
and make such pronouncements, you 
have to live by what you are talking 
about. 

Make it in America is to strive to 
make sure that we do everything in 
America. We hear of two buildings 
Trump erected in Chicago that used 
Chinese steel or steel from outside the 

United States. If you look at his ties, 
his shirts, his suits, the soap in his ho-
tels, nothing is made in America. Who 
are we trying to kid with this? There is 
nothing. 

Maybe his daughter. Well, no, her 
shoes aren’t made in America. Her 
dresses are not made in America. Who 
are we kidding? Who are we fooling? 

The American people have to open 
their eyes and see the sham that is 
going on. How this President says one 
thing and does absolutely the opposite 
is an atrocity. Make it in America? He 
stood up there in front of the American 
people and said that, with the suit, 
shirt, and tie that he had on? Abso-
lutely unconscionable. 

Where are the jobs? I am going to be 
the best job creator you have ever seen. 
When? You are going to win so much, 
you are going to get tired of winning. 
When? The American people deserve 
better. 

The American people deserve better 
than a Congress that cares more about 
pushing an agenda that puts 
wealthcare in front of healthcare. The 
American people deserve better than a 
Congress that will pass legislation that 
will harm our environment, contami-
nate our air, and pollute our water-
ways. 

The American people deserve better 
than a Congress that continues to ig-
nore important issues that dispropor-
tionately affect African-American 
communities, such as criminal justice 
reform, gun violence prevention, and 
voting rights. 

While this administration and con-
gressional Republicans turn their 
backs on the American workers, we 
will continue to demand real action to 
create jobs, raise wages, and create a 
brighter future for American families. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, when 
the gentleman was talking about what 
has happened in these last 6 months, it 
reminded me of when the chairman of 
the Congressional Black Caucus, 
CEDRIC RICHMOND, on March 22 went 
with the executive members to visit 
with the President to speak with him 
specifically about those things that Af-
rican Americans and the people who we 
represent—the 17 million African 
Americans and the 20-plus million 
Americans that members of the Con-
gressional Black Caucus represent—to 
outline for him in a very succinct and 
systematic manner those issues that 
are important to us. 

You mentioned criminal justice re-
form. You talked about expansion of 
voting rights, jobs creation, support to 
small businesses, infrastructure. These 
are the things that the President said 
he was interested in. 

These are the things that the Con-
gressional Black Caucus said: We are 
willing to work with you. We have an 
agenda. We have specific language, spe-
cific legislation that we would like to 
have a discussion with you. And not a 
photo op, but really to sit down around 
a table and discuss actual legislation 
and how we can be supportive of an 

agenda that supports the people we 
represent. 

And what have we gotten out of that? 
Zero to date, 6 months in. 

Mr. PAYNE. Will the gentlewoman 
yield? 

Ms. PLASKETT. I yield to the gen-
tleman from New Jersey. 

Mr. PAYNE. Mr. Speaker, to the gen-
tlewoman’s point, I believe there was a 
document that was created to give to 
the President on those issues, and we 
are still waiting to hear back from the 
administration in reference to any-
thing that was in that document. 

We don’t need photo ops. We don’t 
need to go to the White House and be 
trucked up there and lollygag and use 
us for whatever they deem proper for 
them. We need help for the American 
people. We need an administration that 
is going to look at these issues, be seri-
ous about them, and continue to move 
this country forward, as it was in the 
previous 8 years. 

b 2000 
Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 

to the gentleman from Pennsylvania 
(Mr. EVANS), the freshman who is not a 
freshman, who represents Philadelphia, 
who has been a legislator for many 
years and comes here. He is so thought-
ful. He is very quiet just like yourself, 
Mr. PAYNE, and he sits back and is 
really more observant but is ready to 
do the work. 

He is about policy, is discussing—on 
a regular basis I hear him talking 
about middle communities, middle 
America, those communities that are 
on the edge. There are places in New-
ark, New Jersey, and other places that 
you represent, in neighborhoods in my 
own district in the Virgin Islands 
where working class, hard working 
class people are there but they are on 
the edge of losing those homes, losing 
their health insurance, neighborhoods 
which they have worked so hard over 
20, 30 years to create to be vibrant 
areas in this country that may be lost 
under this administration and the lack 
of action. 

So I yield to Congressman EVANS this 
evening to discuss what he has seen 
happen in these last 6 months of this 
administration and how it speaks to 
those individuals that we represent. 

Mr. EVANS. Mr. Speaker, I thank my 
colleague from the Virgin Islands for 
her leadership in terms of being pro-
vided this opportunity that she has 
demonstrated clearly that she has been 
leading these efforts for the Congres-
sional Black Caucus. So I want to 
again compliment her for all that she 
has done not just through words, but 
through action. And then my neigh-
boring legislator from New Jersey, he 
and I worked very close together and I 
have known him an awful long time. So 
I thank both of you. 

I have always said there is a big dif-
ference between campaigning and gov-
erning. I will say that again. There is a 
big difference between campaigning 
and governing. President Trump, it is 
time to govern. 
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When I talk to people in my district, 

they are scared about what President 
Trump and the Republicans are doing 
when it comes to their healthcare. 
They know that the Republicans want 
to take away their healthcare, and 
they do not know where to turn. We 
know that the Republican healthcare 
bill does not protect our family mem-
bers and friends from preexisting con-
ditions. 

Mr. Speaker, I want to tell you the 
story of a small businessowner in my 
district named Andrea. Andrea owns a 
small pet store, Spot’s—The Place for 
Paws, in Narberth, Pennsylvania. An-
drea left her Philadelphia law practice 
to pursue her dream of owning a small 
business. Andrea has type 1 diabetes, 
and without the ACA, she would not be 
able to get the well-priced coverage 
that covers her health expenses and 
medication and allows her to keep her 
shop open. 

We are talking about passing a bill 
that will make life harder for those 
trying to get ahead. That is wrong, and 
that is a risk we cannot take. 

Even though the President has yet to 
deliver on a single promise in 6 
months, Pennsylvanians are still anx-
ious and fearful of his plans for the fu-
ture. President Trump has been in of-
fice for 6 months, and we have had 6 
months of court cases, stalling, and 
tweets. Let me repeat that. We have 
had 6 months of court cases, stalling, 
and tweets. 

The Trump administration is still 
clearly not ready for prime time. From 
healthcare to the Russians, to the 
budget, the Republican party has left 
the American people with nothing but 
broken promises. 

Philadelphia and Montgomery Coun-
ty residents in my district deserve bet-
ter. The American people deserve bet-
ter. For 8 years, the ‘‘Party of No’’ con-
stantly criticized President Obama. 
Yet, even with control of the House, 
the Senate, and the White House, they 
have yet to deliver on a jobs plan, 
healthcare, tax reform, and the list 
goes on. 

Our Federal workers who help secure 
our Nation’s borders, protect and mon-
itor our food supply, and support busi-
nesses through agencies like the SBA 
should not have to wait for Repub-
licans to continue to make decisions 
that are not in the best interest of the 
country. 

Our neighborhoods have a lot to lose 
if we don’t stand united and fight for 
what is right. It is time to roll up our 
sleeves and work across party lines to 
fight for sound economic policies that 
give our schools and students and our 
small businessowners and entre-
preneurs, our seniors, and our veterans 
the resources they need to prosper and 
build stronger neighborhoods block by 
block, 

It is time for a better deal. We de-
serve a better deal and a better oppor-
tunity. It is clear to me that we need 
to build on that opportunity for the fu-
ture, and the only way we can do it is 

we have to stop campaigning, Mr. 
President, and we have to begin to gov-
ern. 

The over 300 million Americans de-
serve all of us functioning together, 
and the Congressional Black Caucus, 
the conscience of this body, is prepared 
to lead. 

My colleague, who has been leading 
this effort, she has been demonstrating 
over and over again a message of hope 
and optimism. She, too, knows that we 
can have a better deal, and that better 
deal is an optimism of people working 
together. 

So I thank you, Mr. Speaker, for 
your leadership and what you have 
demonstrated. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I 
thank Mr. EVANS so much for talking 
about the optimism of the American 
people. There is a better deal that is 
out there, and there is a better way 
that we all, as Members of Congress, 
need to demonstrate. 

I was looking at a fact Street Sheet 
that was put together talking about 
the 200 days of the 115th Congress by 
the numbers. This is a Congress that is 
controlled by the Republicans in the 
House, the Republicans in the Senate, 
and the Republican administration. 
You would think that so much legisla-
tion could get done, and we are a 
stalled body at this time. 

That is not what the American peo-
ple brought us to Washington to do. We 
all represent people who are looking 
for a better deal, looking for an expan-
sion of the American Dream, a realiza-
tion of the American Dream in their 
own lives, and having security for their 
own children and their grandchildren 
to be able to realize that dream. 

When I looked at these numbers, I 
was aghast at what has not been done 
in this Congress and flabbergasted at 
the things that have been done by this 
Congress. Zero number of bills to cre-
ate jobs have been brought to the 
House floor by House Republican lead-
ership. Zero number of bills that have 
been considered under an open rule so 
far this Congress. 

The same open rule that, Mr. Speak-
er, you said that you would exact when 
you were a young gun coming to Wash-
ington, you said that you would use the 
open rule, but we have not seen that 
done in this 115th Congress. 

Three times, House Republicans 
blocked a vote on H.R. 685, Bring Jobs 
Home Act, which ends tax breaks for 
corporations sending jobs overseas and 
creates new incentives to create good- 
paying jobs here in the United States. 

There have been zero times that 
Speaker PAUL RYAN has spoken out in 
opposition to President Trump’s dan-
gerous and unconstitutional Muslim 
and refugee ban. Zero votes on the ex-
pansion and correction to the Voting 
Rights Act. 

234 Republicans blocked a vote on 
H.R. 2933, a critical bill that promotes 
effective apprenticeships that gives 
students and workers the skills they 
need to find good-paying jobs. 

Twice, House Republicans voted 
against Made in America amendment 
requiring that specific infrastructure 
and construction projects use mate-
rials and equipment made in the USA. 

Mr. Speaker, 229 Republicans voted 
for a GOP antiworker, bait-and-switch 
bill that undermines the existing right 
to hard-earned overtime pay, giving 
employers the flexibility to substitute 
overtime pay with comp time while 
giving employees no guarantee that 
they can use their comp time when 
they need it. 

Mr. Speaker, 217 Republicans voted 
for the disastrous TrumpCare bill, 
which would result in 23 million Ameri-
cans losing their health insurance cov-
erage, raises out-of-pocket healthcare 
costs for millions of American families, 
imposes a crushing age tax on those 50 
to 64, shortens the life of the Medicare 
trust fund, and guts the protections for 
people with preexisting conditions. 

Mr. Speaker, 233 Republicans voted 
to gut the Dodd-Frank Act, Wall Street 
reforms, rolling back key consumer 
protections, and take us back to pre- 
2008 era of unchecked risky financial 
market abuses that resulted in the 
worst financial crisis since the Great 
Depression. 

There have been zero amount of fund-
ing in President Trump’s budget for 
Social Services Block Grants, which 
provide States with funding for serv-
ices such as childcare and adult care 
programs. And there are 1.6 million 
school-age children that would lose 
afterschool and summer programs as a 
result of the President’s budget. 

When we talk about the President’s 
budget, we need to discuss exactly 
what those numbers mean and how it is 
going to affect the American people— 
people, Mr. Speaker, that we say we 
represent, but that we are not standing 
up for against this administration. 

The budget would cut SNAP funding 
by over 190 billion—with a ‘‘B’’—over 
the next 10 years, jeopardizing benefits 
for an estimated 44 million Americans 
and reduce nutritional foods for 
women, infants, and children, the WIC 
program. 

The budget also includes SNAP pol-
icy changes that would charge food 
stores using USDA approval to accept 
food stamps, which could drive smaller 
food retailers out of the program. 

Why is this important? 
Because many people in urban areas 

that are using food stamps are doing so 
in virtual food deserts. They do not 
have transportation to go to the large 
suppliers, the large grocery stores. 
They go to these smaller grocery 
stores. They go to these small places to 
use the food stamps to be able to pro-
vide food for their families. These 
changes would cap benefits, require lo-
calities to pay 25 percent of benefits, 
and limit local waivers for Federal 
work requirements that many commu-
nities are not appropriate because 
there are no jobs, because we also are 
not supplying individuals with the job 
skills, the work skills to be able to find 
employment in some of these areas. 

VerDate Sep 11 2014 05:06 Jul 25, 2017 Jkt 069060 PO 00000 Frm 00056 Fmt 7634 Sfmt 0634 E:\CR\FM\K24JY7.086 H24JYPT1lo
tte

r 
on

 D
S

K
B

C
18

H
B

2P
R

O
D

 w
ith

 H
O

U
S

E



CONGRESSIONAL RECORD — HOUSE H6205 July 24, 2017 
The budget would reduce Education 

Department investments by $9 billion, 
including through the elimination of 
preschool and afterschool programs, 
literacy grants, and funding to improve 
teacher and principal quality. It also 
proposes cuts to higher education pro-
grams, including elimination of grants 
for lower income students, low-interest 
Perkins loans, and cutting by half a 
program that helps students work to 
pay off their loans. 

The budget also calls for the elimi-
nation of NASA Space Grant education 
programs that prepare students, such 
as in my district at the University of 
the Virgin Islands, for careers in 
science and technology industries. 

The budget would reduce USDA 
Rural Development funding by $9.2 mil-
lion, approximately 30 percent. This is 
vital in areas like my district in the 
Virgin Islands with the elimination of 
rural business cooperative services and 
rural water and wastewater disposal 
programs. 

The budget would zero out important 
rural housing assistance, such as sin-
gle-family housing direct loans; would 
slash funding for rural broadband, dis-
tance learning, telemedicine, and need-
ed community facilities improvement. 

Mr. Speaker, these are in rural areas 
that President Trump won in the elec-
tion. You would think that he would 
want to support these rural commu-
nities in areas of housing, the most 
American of American ideals, home 
ownership. 

In the Labor Department, the budget 
would reduce Labor Department in-
vestments by $2.4 billion, including 
large cuts to Job Corps. Job Corps, a 
place that would allow young people to 
have training for jobs, activities meant 
to prepare disadvantaged youth, the 
same youth that we say we are con-
cerned about being on the streets in 
these urban areas that are so dan-
gerous, those are the individuals going 
to Job Corps, looking to be prepared 
for the workplace, and we are going to 
reduce that by $2.4 billion? That 
doesn’t make any sense. 

The budget request for the Depart-
ment of Energy would slash research 
funding and move away from invest-
ments in renewables, including a 70 
percent cut to the Department’s Office 
of Energy Efficiency and Renewable 
Energy and zeroing out its weatheriza-
tion assistance in State energy pro-
grams that aid low-income families 
with reducing energy costs. 

b 2015 

The Department’s Office of Science 
would be cut by 17 percent. That budg-
et slashing to NOAA coastal science 
programs includes eliminating NOAA’s 
Sea Grants program, coastal research 
at our university, and the coastal zone 
management grants that aid with cli-
mate change mitigation—climate 
change mitigation—which is needed in 
areas that I live in, like the Virgin Is-
lands, Florida, Puerto Rico, Hawaii, 
and in coastal areas that are seeing a 

tremendous loss of economy and loss of 
homes because our environment is, in 
fact, changing. 

The Environmental Protection Agen-
cy would be cut by approximately 30 
percent, partly through elimination of 
all EPA climate change programs, lead 
control programs, the Energy Star pro-
gram that encourages energy-efficient 
consumer products, and the environ-
mental justice office that investigates 
the concentration of pollution in low- 
income communities. 

Now we want people to be in commu-
nities where pollution is greatest, 
those inner cities that our President 
has said he wants to fight so strongly 
for. We are going to keep them in pol-
luted areas because we are cutting out 
EPA funding in some of those places. 

In transportation and housing, the 
budget would eliminate $500 million 
per year in TIGER grants, Transpor-
tation Investment Generating Eco-
nomic Recovery, which has been impor-
tant to ports and transshipment 
projects around this country, in the 
Virgin Islands, and the Community De-
velopment Block Grant program that 
provides grant funding to localities for 
economic development activities. 

The Department of Housing would be 
cut nearly 20 percent, including elimi-
nation of several housing assistance 
grant programs and slashing its core 
rental housing program, Section 8 
housing choice vouchers, which assists 
private rental housing, which is a win- 
win program. You allow individuals 
who have private homes, who are rent-
ing those out, to receive a voucher to 
support individuals who are looking to 
be placed in those homes. 

An estimated 250,000 housing vouch-
ers would be taken away over the next 
fiscal year, vouchers which primarily 
benefit seniors and individuals with 
disabilities. Support for local public 
housing authorities would also see 
cuts. 

The budget would eliminate Com-
merce Department subdivisions that 
support businesses and entrepreneur-
ship, such as the Economic Develop-
ment Administration, the Manufac-
turing Extension Partnership program, 
and the Minority Business Develop-
ment Agency. 

Healthcare, of course we could go on 
for forever, but the budget calls for 
phasing out enhanced Federal match-
ing funds for expanded Medicaid popu-
lations by 2020 for people living in ter-
ritories and in other areas that are 
heavily relying on Medicaid. It would 
be far more expensive for those local-
ities to cover individuals, and our hos-
pitals would be faced with even more 
uncompensated care costs. 

The budget also proposes cuts of $1.3 
billion from the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention, the CDC, and 
more than $7 billion from the National 
Institutes of Health, NIH. In the alter-
native, stronger budgets for NIH and 
CDC would benefit in preparation for 
public health threats and pandemics. 

These are the things that we, the 
members of the Congressional Black 

Caucus, are seeing that are happening 
in these first 6 months. We are con-
cerned. We are not here just to bash 
the President. That is not the objective 
with bringing these issues out. 

The objective is to make the Amer-
ican people aware, to call on our col-
leagues here in this House, in the 
House next door to us in the Senate, to 
be better stewards of what the Amer-
ican people have given us: the ability, 
the right, the job of legislating, the job 
of being a check and balance to an ad-
ministration which has been caught in 
a morass of ineffectiveness and inac-
tion to support the American people of 
this great country. 

We are asking, Mr. Speaker, that we 
would wake up to what is happening, 
see with clear eyes, not with fake news, 
not with our own vision of what we 
would like things to be, but what 
things are and where this is taking us 
now, the people who are going to be 
left behind, that a better deal needs to 
be made for the American people who 
have sent us here to Washington to do 
what is right, to do what is good for 
them, to represent all the people, not 
the wealthy. 

Listen, I was raised in New York, and 
I don’t have anything against New 
Yorkers, of course, but we can’t just be 
looking out for those people who are 
living on the Upper West Side, the 
Upper East Side, in Tribeca and SoHo, 
the fat cats of Wall Street. We need to 
be for all Americans. 

I know that each one of us is here 
sent by the people who have sent us not 
just for ourselves and not just for our 
constituents, but for all Americans: 
those who can’t vote, those who rely on 
us to be the stewards of this great leg-
acy—the Constitution and all that 
America represents, the land of oppor-
tunity. People will be losing that op-
portunity based on what we have seen 
in these last 6 months. 

We, the Congressional Black Caucus, 
as the conscience of Congress, are rely-
ing and awakening the conscience of 
this Congress to wake up and see what 
is happening, to stand up for those who 
cannot stand up for themselves, and to 
do the right thing, to make a better 
deal with the American people—not 
with Pennsylvania Avenue, not among 
ourselves, not in our private little 
meetings, not with what can be done 
for us and for our small group, but for 
all Americans, those Americans that 
are going to be left behind by those bil-
lions and trillions in tax cuts that are 
coming to the social safety net of this 
country. 

It cannot be relied on by many of the 
States. Many of the States do not have 
the wherewithal to pick up that slack. 
And there will be even greater—great-
er—demise to this country if we con-
tinue to allow it to work this way. 

We have got to take up the call of 
those people who cannot speak for 
themselves and do what is right and 
tell our President that these 6 months 
cannot continue for another 3 years. 
We cannot have it. We will not tolerate 
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it. You must awaken to what is the 
best deal for all Americans, not just 
those within your inner circle. 

Ms. JACKSON LEE. Mr. Speaker, I thank 
my colleague Congresswoman PLASKETT for 
hosting this special order for members of the 
Congressional Black Caucus (CBC) to speak 
about the first 6 months of Republicans’ failure 
to govern in the White House and in Con-
gress. 

Today marks 185 days since the inaugura-
tion of Donald Trump, and 203 days since the 
start of this Republican Congress. 

Despite the countless promises Trump 
made to the American people, the Trump 
presidency has been defined by chaos and in-
competence from Day 1. 

In addition to being mired in controversy, 
Trump lacks an agenda and has no major ac-
complishments to tout after six months in of-
fice. 

Following in the footsteps of their leader, 
Republicans in both chambers of Congress 
have utterly failed to produce legislation that 
actually improves the lives of everyday Ameri-
cans in any meaningful or measurable way. 

Of the 43 bills that have been signed into 
law, 58 percent of these were noncontroversial 
suspensions and 33 percent were partisan 
GOP special-interest bills that strip vital pro-
tections away from the American people. 

The Republican leadership has dem-
onstrated a remarkable incapacity to actually 
lead their respective majorities in the House 
and Senate; instead their ‘‘leadership’’ has 
been marred by empty legislation, regressive 
policies, and damage control to rein in each 
new scandal spiraling out from the White 
House. 

On January 20, 2017, Trump restated his 
trademark campaign promise to the American 
people: ‘‘Together we will make America great 
again.’’ 

Six months later, and that slogan rings 
hollower with each passing day. 

Six months later, he has forged virtually no 
deals; he has not achieved his goal of ‘‘insur-
ance for everybody,’’ nor has he put forward 
a single jobs or infrastructure bill, nor has he 
achieved tax reform, nor has he negotiated a 
single trade agreement. 

Donald Trump promised that his extensive 
business experience would lead to better 
deals for the American people, and that he 
would be the ‘‘greatest president for jobs that 
God ever created.’’ 

Six months later, he has taken no action to 
support job creation or grow the economy. 

Instead, the Trump budget includes draco-
nian cuts to education, research, infrastruc-
ture, and other key areas that support job cre-
ation and the American economy. 

Before he entered office, Trump showed off 
his infamous ‘‘deal-making skills’’ when he 
promised to make Carrier Corp. keep their fur-
nace factory jobs on American soil. 

On the 6-month anniversary of his inaugura-
tion, Carrier announced plans to cut 632 work-
ers from the very Indianapolis factory Trump 
visited last December. 

These manufacturing jobs will move to 
Monterrey, Mexico, where minimum wage is 
$3.90; the White House has not addressed 
this failure of Trump’s strong-man, isolationist 
economic policy. 

During his campaign, Trump claimed that he 
would save the coal industry—a sector that 
only employs 0.03 percent of the economy— 

and in June, 2017, Scott Pruitt of the Environ-
mental Protection Agency (EPA) declared that 
the U.S. had miraculously created 50,000 coal 
jobs since 2016. 

This staggering figure turned out to be a 
staggering lie; according to the Bureau of 
Labor Statistics, the coal sector has added 
about 1,000 jobs since October, 2016; it ap-
pears as though Mr. Pruitt ‘‘miscalculated’’ his 
estimate by 5,000 percent. 

Not only have Trump’s predictions for un-
paralleled job creation and economic growth 
proved to be pipe dreams or outright lies—the 
White House’s budget proposal cruelly im-
poses drastic cuts to food stamps, student 
loans, and disability payments among a host 
of critical programs. 

Trump promised that there would be no cuts 
to Social Security, Medicare, or Medicaid— 
that everybody was going to be taken care 
‘‘much better than they’re taken care of now.’’ 

Six months later, the Republicans do not 
have a plan that would ensure all Americans 
have access to affordable, quality healthcare. 

Six months later, the existing Trumpcare 
plan, which has completely stalled in the Sen-
ate, would make 23 million Americans lose 
their health coverage and increase costs for 
millions more. 

Trumpcare cuts Medicare and Medicaid, 
and his budget proposal cuts Social Security. 

Trumpcare would allow discrimination 
against Americans with preexisting conditions 
and imposes an age tax on older Americans. 

Thousands of Americans—both Republicans 
and Democrats, conservatives and liberals, old 
and young, healthy and sick—have cried out 
to their Congressmembers to keep the Afford-
able Care Act and to prevent Trumpcare from 
ever seeing the light of day. 

Americans oppose Trumpcare by a three-to- 
one margin, but this overwhelming majority 
sentiment seems to have fallen on deaf ears 
for Donald Trump and the Republican leader-
ship. 

Trump also promised clean air and water in 
America. 

Six months later, the Trump Administration 
and G.O.P. Congressmembers are rolling 
back vital environmental protections. 

In a move that drew universal ire from the 
international community and concerned Ameri-
cans, Trump withdrew the U.S. from the Paris 
Climate Agreement. 

He has signed executive orders rolling back 
the Clean Power Plan and Clean Water Rule, 
and 37 Congressional Review Act bills, sev-
eral of which roll back environmental protec-
tions. 

His budget proposal would seek to inflict a 
31 percent cut to the EPA and eliminates 
clean water programs for the Great Lakes and 
Chesapeake Bay. 

On the campaign trail, Trump made re-
peated declarations about restoring national 
security and being ‘‘tough on Russia.’’ 

Six months later, Trump has failed to put 
forward a plan to defeat ISIS or strategies to 
address the situations in Syria, Iraq, Somalia, 
or Yemen. 

Every week, a new report indicating collu-
sion between the Trump Administration and 
the Russian government seems to come to 
light. 

American citizens and lawmakers alike have 
responded to this growing list of scandals with 
growing anxiety, animosity, and exasperation. 

In this and a few other respects, Trump has 
excelled. 

For instance, he racked up 991 tweets since 
his inauguration; even more impressive, he 
has made 836 false or misleading claims ac-
cording to the Washington Post’s Fact Check-
er team. 

He has spent a record 40 days at his own 
golf properties. 

His approval rating is without equal at 36 
percent—the worst of any president ever at 
the 6-month mark. 

To recap, Trump’s legislative accomplish-
ments total at exactly zero: 

No plan to lower healthcare costs; 
No jobs bill; 
No infrastructure bill; 
No tax reform; 
No plan to avoid defaulting on our debt; 
And no budget. 
By stark contrast, former President Obama 

had made great strides at this point in his 
presidency. 

By the 6-month mark, Obama had: 
Signed the Lily Ledbetter Fair Pay Act and 

the American Recovery and Reinvestment Act 
into law to improve protections for the Amer-
ican worker; 

Outlined an extensive new energy policy; 
Published an op-ed piece in 30 global news-

papers simultaneously to discuss the growing 
economic crisis; 

Passed an historic climate change bill 
through Congress; 

Set out a new approach to Afghanistan and 
Pakistan; 

Announced a new auto emission policy 
aimed at getting greener cars on the road; 

Launched his successful campaign to over-
haul the U.S. healthcare system; 

And much more. 
Americans want a President who can inspire 

them; they want a President who can lead ef-
fectively, with all the dignity and tact befitting 
the most powerful office in the world. 

To our collective dismay and frustration, 
Trump and the Republicans have been their 
own worst enemy in preventing major, com-
monsense legislation from being voted on or 
signed into law. 

I commend my colleague, Congresswoman 
PLASKETT, for hosting this special order exam-
ining the disastrous results that have resulted 
from 6 months of Republican control over our 
federal government. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, as Congress 
draws closer to the August recess, we are no 
closer to considering comprehensive legisla-
tion to shore up our nation’s crumbling infra-
structure remains than we were when Repub-
licans took control of Congress. Republicans 
in Congress have had control over both cham-
bers since January, yet the American people 
are still left waiting more for a plan to repair 
our roads and bridges, bolster funding for the 
Highway Trust Fund, and provide stable fund-
ing to local communities for transportation 
projects. 

The costs of Congress’ inability to act are 
staggering. The American Society of Civil En-
gineers (ASCE) estimates that every American 
household will lose $3,400 each year between 
2016 and 2025, due to infrastructure defi-
ciencies. Our failure to act will cost the U.S. 
economy nearly $4 trillion in GDP by 2025 
through diminished productivity, lost jobs, and 
the increased cost of goods. The longer we 
wait, the more expensive it will be to repair 
our roads, electricity grid, and water and 
wastewater infrastructure. 
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The Republican House has been in session 

for 110 days. I am deeply disappointed that 
the Republican leadership has chosen to ig-
nore important bills that I have supported, 
such as H.R. 1664—the Investing in America: 
A Penny for Progress Act. H.R. 1664 would 
shore up the Highway Trust Fund through new 
Invest in America bonds and a modest in-
crease in the fuel excise tax. Another bill, H.R. 
1265—the Rebuilding America’s Airport Infra-
structure Act, would eliminate the cap on pas-
senger facility charges, allowing local airports 
the ability to raise additional funds in order to 
build up more airport infrastructure such as 
new terminals and runways. H.R. 2510—the 
Water Quality Protection and Job Creation Act 
of 2017 would help bolster financing for new 
water and wastewater infrastructure projects 
all across the United States. These are real 
bills already introduced in Congress that we 
could consider today. 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot afford to wait. 
There are a number of solutions already be-
fore us that this chamber could consider. It will 
take a display of political will by the Repub-
lican Party to consider these practical solu-
tions to our nation’s infrastructure woes. The 
American people are demanding that we act 
swiftly on these policies so that we can focus 
on what is most important—the efficient move-
ment of the people, goods, and services which 
drive our economy forward. The time to act is 
now. I strongly urge my colleagues to support 
a comprehensive plan to shore up our nation’s 
infrastructure. 

Ms. PLASKETT. Mr. Speaker, I yield 
back the balance of my time. 

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr. 
DUNN). Members are reminded to re-
frain from engaging in personalities to-
ward the President. 

f 

PARALYSIS RESOURCE CENTER 

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Under 
the Speaker’s announced policy of Jan-
uary 3, 2017, the Chair recognizes the 
gentleman from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH) 
for 30 minutes. 

Mr. DEUTCH. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to share the important work of 
the Paralysis Resource Center at the 
Christopher and Dana Reeve Founda-
tion. 

Christopher Reeve put a face on spi-
nal cord injury and had an unrelenting 
drive to pursue the best research in the 
world. It was his vision, it was his pas-
sion, and it was his brilliance that at-
tracted young scientists to take on the 
cause and advance the field of spinal 
cord research. 

And while his wife, Dana, was univer-
sally known as the model for 
caregiving, her real legacy is the cre-
ation of the foundation’s Paralysis Re-
source Center that has reached so 
many of those living with paralysis and 
their families with life-changing re-
sources. 

The President’s budget eliminates all 
funding for the Paralysis Resource 
Center and suggests that the program 
is duplicative. Fortunately, my col-
leagues in the House appreciate the 
unique nature of the work that the 
PRC does. 

The PRC consists of a variety of serv-
ices, communities, and programs, in-
cluding: 

Information specialists trained to 
help anyone, from newly paralyzed in-
dividuals and their family members to 
persons who have lived with disabil-
ities for quite some time, by providing 
individualized support and informa-
tion; 

The Peer and Family Support Pro-
gram, which builds peer-to-peer con-
nections to help individuals find sup-
port and resources among the commu-
nities that best understand the day-to- 
day realities and long-term challenges 
of individuals living with paralysis; 

The Quality of Life Grants Program, 
which has awarded over 2,900 grants, 
totaling more than $22 million, to 
broaden the impact of nonprofits 
across the country that foster commu-
nity engagement and involvement 
while promoting health and wellness 
for individuals living with paralysis; 
and 

The Military and Veterans Program, 
the MVP, which supports the unique 
needs of current servicemembers and 
veterans regardless of when they 
served or how their injury was ob-
tained. 

I urge my colleagues to reach out to 
the Paralysis Resource Center to learn 
of the important work that they are 
doing for vulnerable constituents in 
their districts. If you do, you can see 
that the PRC is so much more than a 
line item in a budget. It is more than 
dollars and cents. It is more than just 
another program. 

The value of these programs can only 
be appreciated when you learn the sto-
ries of the thousands of Americans that 
the PRC has helped with their services. 
Tonight, I would like to tell some of 
those stories. It is through these sto-
ries that we can see the amazing work 
of the Paralysis Resource Center, the 
lasting legacy of Christopher and Dana 
Reeve, and the bright future of so 
many who have been served through 
the PRC’s programs. 

You will notice that, throughout 
these stories, you hear the same names 
pop up again and again. That is be-
cause the PRC builds community and 
it builds connections. 

When a spinal cord injury leaves 
Americans with no place else to turn, 
the PRC steps in to help guide the way; 
and, in return, many of those who have 
benefited from PRC turn back and look 
to help others with spinal cord injuries, 
to support their journey of recovery 
and rehabilitation. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to move for-
ward and to tell these stories, I would 
like to start by yielding to the gen-
tleman from Rhode Island (Mr. LAN-
GEVIN), my friend, who will share some 
thoughts with us now. 

Mr. LANGEVIN. Mr. Speaker, I want 
to begin by thanking the gentleman 
from Florida (Mr. DEUTCH), my col-
league, for yielding. It is an honor to 
join him this evening to discuss the 
cause and mission that is very close to 
my heart. 

As many of my colleagues know, I 
was injured back in 1980, as a young po-
lice cadet, when I was accidentally 
shot and paralyzed in the police locker 
room when a police officer’s gun acci-
dentally discharged. So, the cause of 
finding a cure and better treatments 
for spinal cord injuries and supporting 
family members as caregivers of people 
with spinal cord injuries has, again, 
been a passion of mine and mission for 
many years. 

In late 2001, it was my privilege to 
join Christopher and Dana Reeve, two 
very dear friends of mine whom I got to 
know very well over the years, in an-
nouncing the creation of the Paralysis 
Resource Center, or the PRC, which 
was officially established in 2002 as 
part of the Christopher and Dana Reeve 
Foundation. These were two remark-
able individuals, as I said, I got to 
know and who became friends of mine 
over the years. 

I can remember back when Chris-
topher Reeve was paralyzed in his 
horse riding accident and how, instead 
of being quiet and introverted and just 
dealing with his recovery, he made it 
his mission to call attention to the 
cause of spinal cord injuries and the 
need for further research to be done 
and support services to be provided. He 
was an amazing inspiration to me be-
cause he gave voice and was a face of 
spinal cord injuries and the work that 
needed to be done to find a cure. 

Because of his work and that of the 
Christopher and Dana Reeve Founda-
tion, we are getting closer and closer 
every day to finding a cure for spinal 
cord injuries; and we are getting closer 
and closer every day to providing sup-
port for better quality of life for people 
with disabilities and paralysis and fur-
ther support for the families of those 
who care for people with disabilities, 
especially those with spinal cord inju-
ries. 

In 2009, I was so proud to support the 
enactment of the Christopher and Dana 
Reeve Paralysis Act, which formally 
authorized some of the programs that 
have led to the success of the PRC. 
This center has grown to include a net-
work of information specialists, a num-
ber of veterans programs, a Peer and 
Family Support Program, a substantial 
Quality of Life Grants Program, and a 
neurorecovery rehabilitation network. 

It really is an inclusive center. It 
conveys the message that people deal-
ing with spinal cord injuries or nerve- 
related conditions are not alone, that 
there are people and organizations 
around them who care and are willing 
to give the advice and counsel support 
that they need. So whether you are liv-
ing with paralysis or you are the care-
giver of a loved one who is paralyzed, 
the PRC provides resources and infor-
mation to help serve the specific needs 
of those affected by spinal cord inju-
ries. 

We know there are more than 43 mil-
lion caregivers in the U.S. providing 
support to loved ones with chronic dis-
abling conditions on a variety of dis-
abilities, whether it is a sick child or a 
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